
VILLAGE OF HAMBURG ENVIROMENTAL CONSERVATION COMMISSON 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

WEDNESDAY August 19, 2020 

MEMORIAL PARK (in lieu of HAMBURG VILLAGE HALL, 100 MAIN ST.), HAMBURG, NY 14075 

 

Present: Commission members: Chair – Adrienne Punturiero, Mike Reilly, Stuart Wheaton, Andy Schrauth 

Excused: Mary Mack, Bonnie Meyer 

Absent: Village Board liaison - Mark DiPasquale, Tom Collins 

Street Trees 

 The utility company had street trees pruned from around overhead electric wires recently leaving many 

misshapen tree crowns and disgruntled residents 

 Discussed the fact the Village has not always planted the appropriate tree variety under overhead electric wires 

and utility companies are more proactive and aggressively pruning  trees to limit potential for wire damage. 

 ACTION: Mike to write letter to utility company to complain about how trees are cut. 

 Noted the dead recently planted trees on the main streets (probably due to lack of water). 

 ACTION: Adrienne to ask Marge of Civic Beautification Committee could water newly planted street trees. 

 ACTION: Stu to talk with Josh Haeick, Parks & Recreation Supervisor about potentially watering newly planted 

street trees and about the volcano mulching of trees in the village parks 

 Discussed removal of trees at electrical substation across from the Youth Center 

 ACTION: Andy to talk with Josh Haeick about potential for youth street tree growing program 

 Discussed how the Mark Colmerauer memorial tree in the Bird Sanctuary died, but is suckering from the roots; 

these 3 to 4 feet high suckers are fenced from animals in hopes of regenerating the tree. 

 Questioned if anyone was aware of the '30 trees to be donated by JP's' has occurred. 

 Discussed the need to have 'Request for Street Trees' placed on the Village web site to make the process easier 

and better available to the public 

Bird Sanctuary 

 Laura Herman, Bird Sanctuary Subcommittee, advised there was nothing to report on bird sanctuary. 

 Bat box that was in need of repair has been fixed by Stu. 

 An Eagle Scout may be interested in taking on refurbishing or replacing the sanctuary sign at Crescent Ave; an 
estimate to order a replacement sign is $2500; there is a Boy Scout Club meeting in mid September; may here 
after that. 

 Discussed possibly creating a virtual/digital tour of the sanctuary; create a digital trail map for users to access; 
create digital information about the sanctuary for public access when walking around the sanctuary. 

 ACTION: Andy will talk to Mary about killing invasive trees in bird sanctuary meadow. 

Bird Sanctuary Bridge 

 Logan reviewed Mary's bridge drawings and offered his comments; the bridge Mary researched (and Logan 
reviewed) is fiberglass composite; to cross the creek a longer bridge span than this type of structure may be able 
to support would be needed; fiberglass (material in the bridge) doesn't fare well (hold-up well) in the sun. 

 Logan also said fiberglass composite bridges are difficult to make repairs to if/when they are needed. But, he 
said "I don't want to dismiss it, but you do need to make sure to get an accurate estimate of the useful service 
life of the bridge and have solid maintenance support from the bridge manufacturer". 

 Logan had previously mentioned he would check with his company, C&S (where Mark Colmerauer worked; Mark 
got Logan to design the bridge) to see if C&S would be interested in helping us out with our bridge project. He 
replied that they have been "designing a lot of trail projects that are funded through a Transportation 



Alternative Program (TAP) grant. These include trails themselves and bridges. Some of these grants have been 
sizable and it may help get not only your bridge built but the rest of the trail system in your master plan. I think 
it would be an advantage to have the bridge be included in the trail system it connects to, to keep the 
disturbance to a minimum and kind of a "one and done" sort of mindset." 

 TAP grants may help to fund building a bridge as it will be part of the trail system being configured. 

 ACTION: Andy to continue to research bridge companies/manufacturers. 

Trash Receptacles 

 DPW happy with 2 refurbished receptacles; they put 4 of the 7 new liners into receptacles in need; all in 

agreement (DPW, Village Administrator Jason Cozza; our commission) that refurbishing is the way to go instead 

of full replacement 

 We will notify DPW/Village Administrator which are the receptacles in worst shape to be refurbished next 

 Jason Cozza had incorrect receptacles to be ordered for Lake St. - Adrienne corrected & also informed him that 

Mike will be contacting Park Co. to clarify that the Lake St. cans have black hoods and 32 gal. liners (discrepancy 

on estimate) before ordering. 

 ACTION: Adrienne following up with the DPW on what has been done and where things stand 

 Environmental Commission to figure out what four receptacles to refurbish next. 

 We have $6,125 budgeted for doing this ($5k from this year's Environmental Commission's budget and $ carried 

over from last year). 

Parkside Park Renovations 

 Talked about 'opening' of the park to celebrate the renovation; members encouraged to visit if have not already 

done so. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 9th, 2020, 6:30 pm at Memorial Park 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Andrew Schrauth 


