
Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting

Tuesday, September 10, 2024
Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth, Gerry
Stockmeyer, Stu Wheaton, Mike Reilly

Excused: Kathryn Walsh

Absent: n/a

Guests:

General Notes:

• The Commission discussed turning dead trees in other Village parks into sculptures, like the one down at
the Bird sanctuary, no trees at the moment seem to qualify (large/dead enough)

• The Pullerbear tools (for removing woody invasive species) were delivered to the Village Office in
August, they are available to be used!

• Chris Snyder mentioned an idea to Adrienne about making some sort of Stadium seating on the steep
incline from the Overlook down to the river (maybe a place for music or shows in the future?)

● Could Holly potentially find funding for a project like this?

• Next Hamburg Trails Committee meeting is on September 26th at 7:00 pm at Town Hall

• Matt Bourke (volunteer solar campaign organizer) has mentioned that he might be interested in taking
over Holly’s seat on the Erie County Environmental Management Council

• The group discussed holding meetings at 6:30pm (as opposed to 7:00pm). All in attendance were in
agreement that the time change made sense. Adrienne will check with Kat (absent from this meeting) to
confirm the time change works for her as well.

Solar UPdate

• New solar farm is now open, for the people who signed up for the Community Solar Campaign. Once
the remainder of those folks are connected to that new farm, the final tally of Village residents who
signed up for the community Solar campaign will be available.

• The commission decided to hold off on doing another push to get more people to sign up. The group
decided to see how the program goes over the next calendar year, and revisit next summer to see if it is
worth doing another solar campaign.

E. coli in the creek



• The Buffalo Waterkeeper made the Village aware of highly elevated levels of E. coli in eighteenmile
creek within the Bird Sanctuary. Due to genetic analysis of the samples, it is believed that the source
of the E. coli is likely from some sort of sewer system in the Village draining into the creek.

• The commission decided to try to figure out how to let the public (who visit the bird sanctuary) know
that entering the creek may not be in their best interest. It is likely that we will post a sign at the kiosk
or elsewhere to let folks know about the elevated E. coli levels in the creek. It is likely that DEC may
need to get involved.

ACTION: Kim will reach out to Ed Murphy (Village Attorney) and anyone else (Waterkeeper, DEC, etc.)
to try to figure out who is responsible for informing the public about the E. coli issue.

Invasive Species Task Force

• There are currently four names/emails on the Task Force list (all from Hannah Wheaton’s
Invasive talk

• Holly will inform the Village Board of our intention to put together a group of volunteers to
begin to manage the invasives in the sanctuary.

ACTIONS:
Holly will inform the Village Board of the Invasive Task Force group at the next board meeting

Bird Sanctuary

• Logged visits to the Bird Sanctuary have increased over the past year! The sign in form that we
implemented at the beginning of August 2023 recorded 116 total visitors (50 sign ins). For August
of 2024, we saw a total of 178 total visitors (71) sign ins!

• Plans for the new kiosk were submitted back to Sam Lafko’s Eagle Scout Counselor, council
requested blue prints, so Sam is working on those. The kiosk must be completed before Sam’s 18th
birthday (Mid November), as per Eagle Scout rules

• Next summer, Stu will contact the Erie County Cartographer to see if we can get a professional looking
map for the new kiosk.

• The bridge feasibility study is up and running, Logan Bessel (C&S Companies) will be conducting the
study. It is expected to be completed by the end of April 2025.

• The Commission discussed a “Master Plan” for the management of the Bird Sanctuary/removal of
invasives. Kim described the document she started working on from Purdue University that provides a
framework for management. We would like to make sure the sanctuary stays part forested and part
meadow habitat (this needs to be accomplished by mowing the meadow on a semi-regular schedule:
every 1-3 years)

• The Commission discussed the presence of highly toxic Water Hemlock in the Bird sanctuary.
Visitors need to be alerted to its presence.



ACTIONS: Kim will reach out to Ed Murphy (Village Attorney) about the Water Hemlock to see how
we should alert visitors to its presence.

Recycling in the Village

• Tabled until next meeting

Trees

• ReTree, DPW requested, and donated trees all need to go into the ground ASAP. Andy is working
like crazy trying to get them all ordered, staked, and planted (GO ANDY!!)

• We discussed the possibility that ReTree maybe evolve into the Village Tree Committee once the
Sesqui trees have all been ordered/planted

• It is still on the Commission’s radar to somehow streamline the process of tree
choosing/staking/planting to lessen the load on Andy. Ideas that were discussed included: adding
“tree screening” questions to the Request a tree form, having someone else (Dom Punteriero) pick up
stakes, and how to streamline tree choice for interested homeowners.

Volunteer Hours

• Discussion tabled, but it has been mentioned for the commission to keep track of all volunteer hours,
so as to have something to report back to the Village Board on how involved the group is.

Next meeting date: Tuesday, October 1, 2024 at 6:30 PM Village Hall, 100 Main St. Hamburg, NY
14075

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly Bourke


