Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting
Tuesday, October 1, 2024
Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth,
Gerry Stockmeyer, Kathryn Walsh, Mike Reilly

Excused: n/a
Absent: Stu Wheaton
Guests: n/a

General Notes:

+ It was noted that all future meetings of the Environmental Conservation Commission will
begin at 6:30pm on the first Tuesday of each month (meetings used to begin at 7:00pm).

+ Holly would like to look into a program run by the Frontier High School Ecology Club where
each year the high schoolers in the club educate elementary students in the district about the
importance of trees and how to plant and care for them. Commission agreed that this would
be a great program to institute in the Hamburg District as well.

Newsletter

+ It was decided that the submission to the Village newsletter would mostly discuss updates to
the bird sanctuary including: the Sanctuary being added to the NYS Birding Trail, having the
land dedicated at Municipal Parkland, the creation of the Invasive Species Task Force,
invitation to a spring work day at the bird sanctuary (date to be finalized in late winter/early
spring). Article will also discuss our very popular Earth Day Event held at the Palace in April,
and let residents know that we will be doing it again this year. (Along with a list of other
successful initiatives our group carried out in the last year).

ACTION: Adrienne will draft the submission document, and other members can chip in with
editing if time allows

Bird Sanctuary

* E. coli issues: Kim contacted the Lake Erie Watershed coordinator, Kristin Fitzgerald, about
the E. coli in the creek and she directed her to Jennifer Delaney at the Erie County
Department of Health to help with the wording of a sign to post at the Bird Sanctuary alerting
visitors to the issue within the creek. Kim had not heard back from Jennifer at the time of our
meeting on October 1st.

+ Kat introduced the idea of starting up a Bird Sanctuary “Wish List” filled with all of the
projects that potential student and/or scout groups could conduct in the bird sanctuary.

+ Gerry and Kim made and posted signs (and closed a small portion of one trail) where the
Water Hemlock is growing. The group discussed potentially closing that portion of trail off for



good in the spring. This would likely reduce the potential contact between visitors and this
deadly plant.

+ The DPW has agreed to mow 1/2 of the meadow for us. The area that we would like to have
mowed is the southern 1/2 of the meadow area (south of the trail through the middle of the
meadow). We would like for them to leave what they mow, and to cut to a height of 4”-6” if
possible.

* No update on the kiosk this month

+ Kat and Adrienne brought up the idea of doing an “Enchanted Forest” walk for a few weeks
around Christmas and New Year’s. The idea being that we would use the string lights
purchased from the Sesquicentennial and string them along one of the trails in the Bird
Sanctuary. We could have it be a Winter Solstice celebration, and the lights would only be on
from 5pm-8pm a couple of nights a week during those few weeks. More details need to be
worked out for this including:

« How would we power the lights?

« Will the board approve of this idea?

« Can we tie it into Hamburg Holidays somehow?

 Could we do a special guided hike or event during these times?

« We would need to alert the homeowners about the Enchanted Forest

ACTION:

1. Kim will keep trying to contact Erie County DOH and get a sign posted at the Bird
Sanctuary alerting visitors to the E. coli issues in the creek.

2. Kat will organize and distribute the “wish list” to the group

3. Kim and Gerry will flag/mark out where we would like the meadow to be mowed.

DEC Forester Visit

* Our DEC Region 9 Forester, Nate Morey, did a walk through of the Bird Sanctuary with Kim,
Adrienne, and Gerry on September 12th. We spent about 1.5 hours walking through and
talking about the sanctuary with him.

« After his visit, he provided us with a three page analysis of the property, including his
observations, suggestions, and recommendations about how best to manage the property.
His analysis also included a few resources for our group to look into to help with the
management of the property.

+ He also sent us two aerial images from 1926 and 1958 where you can clearly see that the
land that is now the Bird Sanctuary was mowed field/agricultural land.

PRISM Grant

+ As a result of the analysis from Forester Nate, Gerry provided the group with information

about one of the resources he recommended to us called the PRISM Field Crew Assistance
program



+ PRISM is a DEC program that focuses on finding/eradicating/managing invasive species.

+ There is an application process to receive field crew assistance from PRISM that opens in
December. Our group intends to apply for the program this year to help with managing
invasive species in the Bird Sanctuary (pending approval from the Village Board).

ACTIONS: Holly will alert the Village Board to our intentions to apply for this (hon-monetary)
grant for Invasive species management at the Bird Sanctuary.

Sesquicentennial Commemorative Engraved Paver

+ The Commission agreed to each pitch in personal funds to purchase a 8”x8” paver stone that
will be placed in front of Village Hall. The brick will have our Commission logo on it. The total
cost of the brick is $185.00

Erie County Environmental Management Council

+ Matt Bourke has agreed to replace Holly Park as the official Village of Hamburg
representative on the County EMC.

+ Holly is going to submit a blurb to an official EMC document about everything happening at
the Bird Sanctuary in the Village (establishing it as Parkland, Birding trail, etc.).

ACTIONS: Holly will reach out to Matt and get him up to speed on joining the EMC.

Next meeting date: Tuesday, November 5, 2024 at Village Hall, 100 Main St. Hamburg, NY
14075

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly Bourke



