
Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission

Minutes of Meeting


Tuesday, November 5, 2024

Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075 

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth, 
Gerry Stockmeyer, Kathryn Walsh, Mike Reilly


Excused: n/a 

Absent: Stu Wheaton


Guests: Patty Meckes and David Adrian with CAWTILE, Amalia Wagner


General Notes:  

• The Village Board of Trustees was approached by Citizens Against Wind Turbines in Lake Erie  
(CAWTILE) to pass a motion stating that the Village was against Wind Turbines in the Lake. 
The Environmental Conservation Commission was asked to advise the Village Board of 
Trustees on how to handle the matter. As such, two representatives from CAWTILE, Patty 
Meckes and David Adrian, presented their arguments to the Environmental Conservation 
commission on November 5, 2024 and the Commission will pass its recommendations onto 
the Board.  

• Scout groups within the Village have been working on a “To Do” list that was given to them 
from the Commission. Some of the tasks that have been taken care of already include:

• Litter clean up on Pine St, specifically near the Plaza at 140 Pine St.

• Trimming plants back that are overhanging the trails in the Bird Sanctuary

• “un-Volcano” mulching trees around the Village (i.e. removing a build up of mulch from 

the Bottom of the tree trunk that can lead to infection and death of the tree)


Commission Budget 

• It was decided by the group that the current $6,000 budget will be appropriate for the 
upcoming budget year as well. 

Bird Sanctuary 

• The elevated E. Coli levels in Eighteenmile Creek are being investigated by the Village DPW 
and Erie County Sewer Authority. Hopefully they can figure out the source and address the 
elevated levels in the creek.  

• The Water Hemlock issue has not been resolved. The trail that goes near the patch of Water 
Hemlock is still closed. The Commission will continue to study and research the issue 
throughout the winter, and will reassess in the spring when the plants emerge.  

• The Bird Sanctuary meadow was mowed by the DPW. The Commission would like to thank 
the willingness of the DPW crew to do the mowing! 

• The new Eagle Scout kiosk project has been started. The main anchor posts have been put 
in place, and the rest of the Kiosk will be completed before the end of November. 




• Dom Punturiero put the yearly coat of varnish on the Bird Sanctuary (Thanks, Dom!)


Enchanted Winter Walk 

• This idea continues to evolve, but generally we would like to light some portion of the trails in 
the Bird Sanctuary on weekend evenings (Thurs-Sun 5-8pm) from approximately the 
beginning of the Winter Solstice through the New Year 

• Kat is working on planning this fun end of year event, she has been working on getting 
estimates on what sort of power supply the lights will need. 

• Would it be possible to purchase a battery powered generator to run the lights?  

• The commission is willing to utilize $500 of our budge to purchase a battery powered 
generator if that is what is needed to get the event off the ground.


Climate Smart/Solar Campaign 

• Final updates are still needed from the Solar Group. The Commission would like to know the 
final total of households signed up, and how much grant money the Village received. 

• The Commission is still thinking about hosting a Tool Library “Dare to Repair” cafe at some 
point in the future. This would add to our point totals for Climate Smart Community 
Certification


Trees 

• All Village Tree Requests have had their stakes placed


Sesquicentennial Paver 

• Adrienne began collecting money from members to fund the $185 stone with the 
Environmental Conservation Commission logo on it.  
 

Next meeting date: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 at Village Hall, 100 Main St. Hamburg, NY 
14075


Respectfully Submitted,


Kimberly Bourke


