Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting
Tuesday, January 7, 2024
Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth,
Gerry Stockmeyer, Kathryn Walsh, Stu Wheaton

Excused: Mike Reilly

Absent: n/a

Guests: n/a

General Notes:

+ Dare To Repair scheduling and Recycling in the Village discussion were tabled until the next
meeting

+ The group discussed updating/adding to the information about the Anna Mae Bacon Bird
Sanctuary link on the Village Website

* No updates on the E. coli in the creek. Village DPW and Erie County Sewer are continuing to
look into the problem.

+ It was discussed that this year, 2025, our group should be keeping track of our own budget.
Kim/Holly will confirm the Commission Budget with the Village Admin, so that we have a
concrete starting point.

Enchanted Forest Event

+ 997 people signed in to our even sign in sheet, it is likely that the actual number of visitors
was closer to 1,300-1,400 people. Averaging about 100 people a night

« The even was incredibly well received by the public, and Village Officials. The Mayor
encouraged our group to host the event next winter, and make it even bigger and better

+ We will keep the dates the same next year

« Is it worth investing in a few nice storage bins for the battery and the lights?

+ The group discussed a few potential developments for next year:

The group generally agreed that having carolers or music might impede the flow of
visitors to the event and take away from the quietness of it;

The group will think of other lighting elements that may add to the event next year;

A few spots on the trail were very wet once the snow melted, this may need to be
addressed if it is wet next year again;

We may want to use caution if the entrance path from Crescent Ave gets icy, it may be
worth having a few bags of sand or other gritty material to coat that pathway in, or maybe
put up a “Caution: Icy” sign



+ The group will meet on Saturday, Jan 11th at noon to take down the lights and clean up the
Bird Sanctuary as needed.

ACTIONS: 1. Available group members will meet on the 11th for clean up efforts
2. Kim will look into storage options for the lights/battery.

Earth Day Event

* Holly had the idea to do a Bird Themed Earth Day event at the Palace theater this year. The
even will take place on Saturday, April 26th.

+ Some ideas that were discussed for the event included:

« A “Bird Bingo” or Scavenger hunt for folks to get out and do. They could turn it in and be
entered for a drawing for a prize (bird house? Bird Feeder/seed?)

« Somehow tie the event to Village Businesses

« Bring in a live bird (Via Hawk Creek or Kim’s friend Bernie Clabeaux) for education
purposes

« Tables could include: Audubon, Hawk Creek, Earth Spirit, DEC/Birding Trail, Village
Engaged (with a bird themed craft), Merit Badge Books, Royal Fern Nursery

+ Could we highlight the involvement that Anna Mae had with the founding of the Buffalo
Audubon? This needs to be looked into.

Climate Smart/Solar Campaign

* Once the Parks & Rec department receive their new battery operated equipment, and once
DPW receives the new Ford Lightening, we need to make sure we get a photo and an
announcement up on Social Media

Bird Sanctuary

+ Stu will speak with his Erie County Cartographer connection to see if we can get a map made
for the new kiosk and have it installed on the bulletin board (that we will need to install)

+ It was discussed by the group that a plaque should be installed on the kiosk acknowledging
the Eagle Scout's (Sam Lafko) hard work and all of the community donations that helped to
make the kiosk a reality.

+ Stu will submit an article to the Sun about the Kiosk, and look into getting a plaque made.

+ Have the Social Media team do a post about the new kiosk, when the plaque is being
installed

+ Andy will design a sign to place in the bulletin board outside of 10,000 Vines directing visitors
to the Bird Sanctuary from the Overlook. Google Maps directs you to the Overlook if you use
their maps, and often times people can not find the actual entrance on Crescent Ave. Kim will
hang the sign in the Kiosk once is it completed.



ACTION: 1. Stu will reach out to the Sun, reach out to the plaque company about having one
made for the kiosk, and discuss having a map made of the Bird Sanctuary for the
kiosk.

2. Andy will make the directions sign for the Kiosk, Kim will print and hang it once it is
completed.

PRISM Application

+ Kim and Gerry spoke with Brittany Hernon from PRISM on 1/7/25, and discussed the
application process and various projects.

+ Two potential projects were presented to the group: Having PRISM do a survey and mapping
of the invasive species in the Sanctuary, or asking them to help us physically manage the
Black Locust clones that are invading the meadow. The group decided to seek help with the
Black Locust.

+ Andy and Kim will make a trip down to the Bird Sanctuary to map out the Black Locust for
the application

+ Kim and Gerry will work on writing the application

+ Kim will make sure the Village Board is ok with our submitting the application at the next
board meeting

ACTIONS: 1. Kim and Andy will map out the Black Locust for the application.
2. Kim and Gerry will put the application together
3. Kim will discuss the application with the Village Board, and seek their approval of
the process

Sesquicentennial Paver

- All paid

Erie County Environmental Management Council

* New appointment needs to come from the Mayor.

+ Group discussed submitting our 2024 Earth Day event to the groups “Excellence Award” this
year, but we aren’t sure who will actually submit it to the group, as we are in between
members.

Next meeting date: Tuesday, February 4, 2024 at Village Hall, 100 Main St. Hamburg, NY
14075

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly Bourke



Appendix I:

The Environmental Conservation Commission was asked to review the attached proposed
unnumbered motion by the Board of Trustees.

The Environmental Conservation Commission had a lengthy, cordial and productive meeting
with the CAWTILE representatives, Patti Meckes and David Adrian. The Commission is
sympathetic to their cause and is mutually concerned with the health of Lake Erie’s waters.

There are a number of issues outside the environment affecting the development of wind energy
in the Great Lakes. One of these concerns is that the size of the shipping canals and ports are not
large enough to transport the necessary equipment to make wind turbines economically feasible

in Lake Erie; another is the opposition to their visual impact known as VIEWSHED; and a third



is the lack of existing transmission lines and infrastructure to transport the electricity generated
by the turbines.

Still, the reason this is an issue that requires careful consideration for the future of Great Lakes
Wind (GLW) is in June of 2023 the U.S. Government Office of National Renewable Energy
Laboratory (NREL) estimated that the Great Lakes have the potential to generate around 575,000
megawatts of wind power, which could potentially provide more electricity than the combined
usage of all eight states bordering the Great Lakes.

In our investigation of this issue we found that large government, industrial, and engineering
institutions are involved in the issue of Great Lakes Wind (GLW). There is general agreement
that wind energy is currently not appropriate for Lake Erie, but that this may change as
technology improves and environmental and electrical power needs of the future change.

On the matter of the motion as presented to the Environmental Conservation Commission by the
Village of Hamburg Board of Trustees, after a review of the available information, we are
recommending that the Village Board take no action at this time. The following are our reasons:

ITEM 1 of the Proposed Motion:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Hamburg opposes, at this time,
any efforts to introduce offshore wind turbines in the waters of Lake Erie.

Commission findings as to Item 1:

A. The issue of wind turbines in Lake Erie was extensively studied by New York State
Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). Their 138-page report
concluded that, at this time, wind turbines are not cost effective, nor will they make a
critical contribution to New York State’s climate goals.

B. On the issue of Senator Harckham’s bill to introduce wind turbines to Lake Erie: The bill
has been in Committee for 18 months, is without a cosigner, and even if released from
Committee will then need to go through the State House and Senate. In the event it does
become a law, NYSERDA must then find a developer willing to finance the project and
the project must go through all the required steps, including an environmental review. A
lengthy process.

C. Fred Zalcman, the President of the New York Offshore Wind Alliance, was quoted by
WBFO radio as saying, “The report indicates that NYSERDA is prioritizing 'market-
ready’ green energy technologies, like solar panels, on-land wind turbines, and offshore
wind projects in the Atlantic Ocean. But further investment in canal and port



infrastructure, turbine technology and environmental impact research could make Great
Lakes Wind more feasible in the years to come.” He is also quoted as saying, “I think in
the five-to-10-year time horizon, it's probably worth revisiting where we are.”

D. Lastly, there are no active proposed wind turbine projects for Lake Erie.

Therefore, the Environmental Conservation Commission finds no environmental reason or
evidence to support a sense of urgency to have the Village step into a complicated issue. We find
the timeline proposed as “at this time” to be vague.

ITEM 2 of the Proposed Motion:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees supports Congressman Nick
Langworthy’s Lakes Before Turbines Act (H.R. 426) and urges its immediate consideration in
Congress.

Commission findings as to Item 2:

A. From the NYSERDA Energy Feasibility Study, Conclusion - Section 9.1, “Overall, the
study did not find any insurmountable barriers to GLW but illuminated many differences
and unique challenges in comparison to offshore wind development in the open ocean.”

B. Tax incentives are used by various levels of government to promote emerging technology
and encourage job growth.

C. It is beyond our Commission’s capabilities and resources to determine that there will
NOT be a time in the future when wind energy is not only needed but environmentally
and economically feasible in the Great Lakes system.

D. Each Great Lake has its own unique set of conditions and environments to consider when
looking at wind energy.

Therefore, we find no environmental reason to support the removal of tax incentives for

installation of wind turbines in all of the Great Lakes as proposed by H.R. 426 as stated in the
proposed motion.

Finally, we feel obligated to inform the Board of the following:



We learned in our discussions with the CAWTILE representatives that there is no uniformity to
the motions passed by the various government bodies that they have collected in support of their
goal. Some of the motions they have gathered were written by the different governing bodies
themselves and then passed. They are not uniform motions, and may be motions in support of
different ideas. CAWTILE intends to take their “stack of motions™ to Albany to seek some form
of legislation. With no uniformity in CAWTILE’s collection of motions, we ask the Board to
consider how the Village will truly be represented in the petitions to Albany if you choose to
approve this motion.

Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
By unanimous vote and respectfully submitted by Adrienne Punturiero, Chair

DATED: December 2, 2024



