
Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission

Minutes of Meeting


Tuesday, April 8, 2024

Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075 

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth, 
Gerry Stockmeyer, Kathryn Walsh, Stu Wheaton


Excused: Mike Reilly 

Absent: n/a


Guests: n/a


General Notes:  

• No updates on the E. coli in the creek. Village DPW and Erie County Sewer will continue to  
look into the problem in the spring. 

• Recycling discussion was tabled. 

• No updates/change on the PRISM Field Crew project, still planning on July 9th/10th


• Trash receptacles by the Palace were replaced, Chris Podpora (DPW) wants us to let him 
know if any others need to be replaced 

Budget 

• Our total budget as of our meeting on April 8, 2025 stands at $4,897.66.  

• Funds were withdrawn in March to pay for metal shields for public trash cans, the total was 
$2,880.00 for 10 shields. The last time these pieces were purchased, they cost $125.00.

• The commission has decided, due to this significant cost hike, that we will not be using 

our small budget to pay for these shields any longer, we believe there are much better 
ways for our commission to use our budget going into the future. 

• Funds will be withdrawn (soon) for the movie event: Total will be $410.00


Bird Sanctuary 

• Stu is still working on the kiosk, estimated cost for plaque will be $325-350. 

• Stu is still working on talking with the Erie County Cartographer to see if some sort of 
permanent interactive map could be installed on the kiosk. It was discussed that the 
purchase of the enclosed bulletin board will be put on hold until the map is figured out, we 
would like to make sure both fit easily in the space. 

• The Direction sign from the Overlook to the Bird Sanctuary is complete, and just needs to be 
installed. Kim can have this accomplished. 

• Spring work day for the Bird Sanctuary is scheduled for May 10th from 9:00am to noon. A 
flyer has been created and will be spread on social media.




• Goals for the work day include:

• Pulling errant trees from the meadow using the Extractigator tools

• Trim overhanging branches and vines from the trails

• Spread wood chips


• DPW will need to be contacted to see if wood chips can be delivered

• Volunteers will be asked to bring their own tools: shovels, rakes, clippers, gloves, 

wheelbarrows, etc.  

• Some of the commission will meet in the Bird Sanctuary on Sunday, April 27th at 2:00 to 
practice with the Extractigators 

• PRISM Boot brush station supplies should be ready to be picked up by the end of April-Mid 
May, Kim will plan to pick up these supplies but will reach out to fellow members if help is 
needed 

ACTIONS: 1. Flyers for outreach for Bird Sanctuary Clean Up will be distributed throughout the 
Month of April 

	       2. Stu will continue to work on the Kiosk plaque and map

	       3. The enclosed bulletin board purchase will be placed on hold until the map 
dimensions are configured. 

	       4. Kim will hang the map that shows the route from the Overlook to the Bird 
Sanctuary in the kiosk near Centennial Gardens 

Climate Smart/Solar Campaign 

• New electric DPW truck was approved by the Village Board and should be purchased soon  

• Dare to Repair event scheduled for 8/23/25 at the Hamburg Public Library, more details 
forthcoming as event gets closer 

• Next commission meeting, we plan to invite Jason K (UBRI) and Jason Cozza and Marc 
Shuttleworth from the Village to discuss climate smart tasks to add to our Bronze, and 
potentially SILVER community designation.


Earth Day Event 

• Kat will email Jay to send the PO to the Village, so he can be paid after the movie 

• The Palace has their own tables that we can use (no need to bring any), Kat will bring her 
table cloths and the banner with the commission’s logo on it 

• Tables will include:

• Environmental Commission 

• Village Engaged

• Feminist Bird Club of Buffalo

• S.O.L.E 

• Our commission will have access to the theater starting at 9:00am, doors will open to the 
public at 10:00 am and movie should start at 11:00


ACTION: 1. Kat will email Jay to send the PO over to the Village




 

Memorial Park Tree Sculpture 

• This is likely not happening, as the DPW plans to remove the tree entirely


Erie County Environmental Management Council 

• Matt Bourke has officially been appointed by the Mayor to the Council, but still need to be 
connected with the council Chair.  

Next meeting date: Tuesday, May 6, 2024 at Village Hall, 100 Main St. Hamburg, NY 14075


Respectfully Submitted,


Kimberly Bourke





