
Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission

Minutes of Meeting


Tuesday, May 6, 2025

Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075 

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth, 
Gerry Stockmeyer, Kathryn Walsh


Excused: Mike Reilly, Stu Wheaton 

Absent: n/a


Guests: Jason Kulaczewski (UBRI), Jason Cozza


General Notes:  

• E. coli updates: Margaux Valenti at Buffalo Waterkeeper contacted Kim to see if we would 
like them to continue to collect samples in the Anna Mae Bacon Bird sanctuary and upstream 
from it. Kim asked them to please continue sampling. 


• Kim will check in with DPW to see if there are any plans to continue to look for the 
“bad” sewer line that could be sending so much sewage into the creek. 

• The feasibility study for the pedestrian bridge connecting Overlook Park and the Bird 
Sanctuary should be completed by the end of May 

• The PRISM field crew will still plan to survey the Black Locust in the Bird Sanctuary this 
summer. They were planning on a July 9th date, with the 10th as a backup rain day. They 
have asked to have the back up rain day moved to July 11th. 


• Matt Bourke has been in touch with the folks at ECEMC, but has not yet attended a meeting. 

• The Sesquicentennial paver that our commission purchased (with private funds) should be 
installed in front of Village Hall soon 

• Kim informed the group about an invasive species workshop (Terrestrial Management 
Workshop: Invasive Trees and Shrubs) from 10-12 on June 12th at the Iroquois National 
Wildlife Refuge. Link to register:  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSeQ71IdDf2aFhY6WnRfqBF_zIjx1l_BvRPXGee4FmXTCzRQpA/viewform 

• Adrienne reported to the Commission that the Town is beginning their annual “Town Cleanup 
Event” anyone wanting to get involved can contact the Town and will be provided supplies to 
clean up any area in the Town or Village that they would like.  

Budget 

• Budget as of April 8, 2025 : $4897.66

     Less Movie Theater Cost:    $410.00 

    Budget as of May 6, 2025: $4,487.66 



• Jason Cozza had suggested that if we would like to encumber the cost of our bulletin board 
we should provide a quote and a vendor before the end of May 

• A new allocation of $6000 will begin on June 1, 2025 

• The group has decided that going forward, we need to make sure we are using the entirety of 
our budget


Climate Smart 

• Jason K. joined us for the meeting to update the group on where we stand with Climate 
Smart-Silver Certification. He provided us with a list of actions that either need to be updated 
or could easily be added to increase our point totals for Silver. That list has been provided as 
an appendix to these minutes.  

• The Village Attained Bronze Certification in April 2023, and certification is “good” for five 
years. After the five years is up, bronze will either need to be re-certified, or Silver will be 
attained. 

• Bronze level is attaining 120 points (and three “priority actions), Silver level is 300 points (and 
six “priority actions”) 

• The list of actions that Jason K. Provided us with would get the Village to just about 200 
points. Another 100 would need to be completed in order to attain Silver.  

• The group liked the idea of re-certifiying our Bronze level in the next year or two (with the 200 
suggested points) as that would allow us a five year timeframe to add on the additional 100 
points worth of actions in order to attain Silver before the five year time frame expires. 

• The Village is updating the Comprehensive Plan this year, which can be considered a “priority 
action,” however, the Environmental Conservation Commission (i.e. the Climate Smart Task 
Force) needs to be involved with the effort. 


• Kim is is the project manager for the Comprehensive Plan effort, and will be sure to 
include the Environmental Conservation Commission in on the project. 

• The University at Buffalo Regional Institute (UBRI) will be hosting a Local Climate Planning 
Forum” on May 21, 2025 at Hayes Hall on the UB South Campus from 9-12pm. The Forum 
will “provide program updates and share new planning tools and funding opportunities that 
can help bring projects in your community to life.”


• Adrienne and Kim plan to attend.

• Link to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/local-climate-planning-forum-

tickets-1310479893639  

• Some of the new electric landscape equipment for Parks and Rec has been delivered, the  
Ford Lightning has been ordered, we are just waiting for it to be delivered. We are still 
planning to do a social media post for each of the purchases. 

ACTIONS: 1.  Look through the list that Jason K. Provided and start to accomplish tasks to add 
to our Climate Smart point total.

	       2. Attend the UBRI Climate Planning Forum on May 21, 2025.  
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/local-climate-planning-forum-tickets-1310479893639
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/local-climate-planning-forum-tickets-1310479893639
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/local-climate-planning-forum-tickets-1310479893639


 

Earth Day Event 

• We had about 200 people at the Earth Day Movie Event at the Palace Theater. The Wild 
Robot was enjoyed by many families. 

• The Environmental Commission would like to thank the groups that joined us to table at the 
event: 


• Village Engaged

• Feminist Bird Club of Buffalo

• S.O.L.E

• ReTree Hamburg 

• The Feminist Bird Club did a hike in the Bird Sanctuary after the movie (at 1:30) and Andy 
Schrauth joined them. He reported that about six people attended the hike. 


ACTION: 1. The Commission will plan to host the move event again next year! It has been such 
a success two years running now. 

 

Bird Sanctuary 

• The annual Bird Sanctuary Work Day is scheduled for May 10, from 9-noon. Kat has been 
doing a great job spreading the word about the event on social media.  

• Kim has invited the Village Social Media team to be at the bird sanctuary to publicize the 
event. They will plan to attend. 

• Adrienne placed a work order with the DPW to have two truck loads of wood chips delivered 
to the center trail in the Bird Sanctuary to spread over the trail(s). 

• The idea to reach out to the Connor Long Foundation (for help with the work day) was 
mentioned, although no conclusion was reached as to whether or not to contact them.  

• The PRISM Boot Brush Station will be ready for installation during the work day. Kim has 
been in contact with them, and will have all of the tools and supplies ready to go for 
installation.  

• The tree sculpture at the entrance to the Bird Sanctuary is rotting, and may need to be 
separated from the tree and placed on a concrete pad to preserve it.  

• The group discussed ordering seedlings from the Erie County Soil and Water Conservation 
District (left over stock from their spring seedling sale) to plant during the work day. 

• The trial day for using the “PullerBear” went well. A team of 5 pulled up about 20 trees from 
the Bird Sanctuary meadow. The purpose of removing these trees is to halt the natural 
succession of the meadow into a forest. We would like to keep the meadow in its meadow 
form. Once larger trees are removed, bi-annual mowing should keep the trees from 



establishing.  

ACTIONS: 1. Work Day! 

	       2. Kim will reach out to the Soil and Water Cons. District to see if seedlings are 
available. 


Recycling and Outreach 

• This discussion started with brainstorming ideas on how to effectively use our budget over 
the next calendar year. Kat had mentioned using it for implementing some sort of recycling 
outreach with the kids in the school. 

• Kat mentioned doing some sort of recycling outreach program with the Hamburg School 
system. 


• Could we potentially partner with Tricia Miller to get some sort of programming started 
in the schools? Tricia is the gardening teacher at the schools, and would have a good 
sense of how to start something like this (and with whom). 

• Holly mentioned putting recycling bins in municipal buildings (would require a purchase, but 
should be doable. Might add to our Climate Smart Point total as well(?)) 

• Kat also brought up the “Skip the Stuff” campaign, which she has mentioned before. It is a 
campaign that restaurants sign up for in order to hand out fewer “to go” supplies like plastic 
silverware and straws. We could educate the restaurant owners about this program. 

• Glass recycling was also discussed. It has come to the attention of the Commission via the 
DPW that it is so expensive to collect glass for recycling, and most of it isn’t getting recycled! 
It is a problem (all across the U.S., not just in the Village). However, the Commission would 
like to consider the issue, and see if there is a local solution that we could implement in order 
to combat this issue. 

Next meeting date: Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at Village Hall, 100 Main St. Hamburg, NY 14075


Respectfully Submitted,


Kimberly Bourke





