Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting
Tuesday, July 1, 2025
Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth,
Kathryn Walsh

Excused: Mike Reilly, Stu Wheaton, Gerry Stockmeyer
Absent: n/a
Guests: n/a

General Notes:

* E. coli updates: Waterkeeper is sampling Eighteenmile Creek this summer, Kim will reach out
to see if they have any recent data to share with us.

+ Plastic confetti litter from Pride in the Park was left scattered around Memorial Park. The
group discussed this issue, and decided that it may be worth having groups that use the
Public Parks read and sign an “environmental consideration” document stating that they
understand that plastic usage should be minimized, litter cleaned up, recycling bins offered,
etc.

+ Kat mentioned using Girl Scout groups to help get more volunteer planting of donated ReTree
trees.

+ Matt Bourke attended his first Erie County Environmental Management Council meeting on
behalf of the Village of Hamburg on June 17th. He reported back that the ECMC has some
extra funding in their budget if we need any extra funds for small projects (under $1,000). The
group also discussed the presence of Giant Hogweed in the county.

+ Kat has been having discussions with Katie Mika about having Hamburgh Holidays help
promote our Enchanted Forest event at the end of this year. The lights will go up the
weekend of December 12th this year and run for the next 2-3 weekends.

+ All of the scrap fabric that Adrienne picked up from Aul’s Upholstery has been picked up and
relocated to other projects!

* The group discussed streamlining DPW tree requests and potentially using an online request
form like the Village of Lancaster uses: https://lancastervillageny.gov/tree-trimming-and-
removal/

» The group discussed using more of our budget for tree planting and working more closely
with DPW to tackle one street/neighborhood at a time

+ The group discussed having ReTree volunteers help Andy with contacting residents (Adrienne
will bring this message to the ReTree group).


https://lancastervillageny.gov/tree-trimming-and-removal/
https://lancastervillageny.gov/tree-trimming-and-removal/

Budget

Budget as of June 2, 2025: $7,166.00

The cost of the plaque for the Eagle Scout Kiosk was $378.00, and will come out of our
budget in July.

Kat will work to price out a second battery and more LED string lights so that we can expand
on the Enchanted Forest event at the end of the year

Compost

Kim reached out to Village Engaged (at the St. James Church) to see if they would be willing
to be a community drop off location for Farmer Pirates Community Composting program for
the Village. As of our meeting on July 1, 2025 Kim had not heard back from Village Engaged.
Holly said they the likely wouldn’t be able to be a site, and also offered to ask Jeff Govino at
Coyote Cafe and Beth Cooke at Village Yoga and Wellness to see if either of their business
locations could potentially be a drop-off spot.

The group also discussed working with Tricia Miller (who works with the children in the HCSD
on composting) to see if we could come into the school to congratulate the kids on a “job
well done” in regards to composting in their classrooms.

ACTIONS: 1. Holly will reach out to Jeff and Beth about hosting a community composting
drop-off site for Farmer Pirates.

Village Recycling/Skip the Stuff Campaign

Kat spoke with Damon Ayer (her neighbor and owner of Mason’s Grille) about reducing take-
out container waste and using compostable to-go containers.

Kat will come up with a sample packet of informational materials that the Environmental
Commission could hand out to Village restaurants about reducing the amount of plastic and
non-recyclable or non-compostable packaging and to-go containers they use.

To receive extra points toward our Climate Smart designation, we would like to place
recycling bins in each of the municipal buildings. What do the actual CSC requirements look
like for these points?

Adrienne is going to call Modern Disposal (the company that manages the Village’s waste
stream) to see if we can get a tour of the facility, or at least some better on information on
what is actually being recycled so that we can alert Village Residents about what to put in
their recycling bins at home.

Everyone is in favor of purchasing a bottle/can recycling bin for outside the Community
Center. The group liked the bin that Kat picked out after our June meeting. Gerry potentially
found a less expensive, American made bin that will be shared with the group.



* Recycling glass into “glass mulch” was discussed, Adrienne will look into a small business in
Louisiana called “Glass Half Full” that does this.

+ NYS Senate is proposing a “packaging reduction act” and our Senator Gallivan is opposed to
the act

ACTION: 1. Kat will put together a sample packet of “skip the stuff” to hand out to restaurants
2. Kim will look into the municipal building recycling bins requirements for the Climate
Smart Communities program
3. Adrienne will communicated with Modern Disposal to see if we can get a tour or
better information
4. Recycling bin for community center will be purchased.

Bird Sanctuary

+ Stu was absent from this month’s meeting, so we did not receive any updates on the
progress of the map of the Bird Sanctuary that we are hoping to install on the Kiosk.

+ The recognition plaque for the kiosk has been ordered, but not received or paid for yet (see
Budget note above).

+ The Map from the Overlook Park to the Bird Sanctuary has been placed in the Kiosk outside
of 10,000 Vines store.

+ The bird sculpture made from the old tree trunk at the entrance to the sanctuary appears to
be rotting a bit from the bottom (and from the inside out?). The group decided that it probably
wasn’t worth spending a significant sum of money to “save” the sculpture.

* No update on E. coli in the creek from Waterkeeper, Kim will reach out and see if they have
sampled at all yet this year.

+ The PRISM field crew will be visiting the sanctuary on July 9, 2025 to survey the Black Locust
Trees and map them out. The will then write up a management plan for us, and the hope is
that they will be back next year to implement the management of the Black Locust trees.

+ The Pedestrian Bridge feasibility study is done! It was completed by Logan Bessell at C&S
Companies in Buffalo. Boiled down, the study found no significant road blocks to building a
bridge over Eighteenmile Creek into the Bird Sanctuary. However, the bridge will have a
pretty high price tag. ($1.5-4 million).

ACTIONS: 1. Kim will reach out to Waterkeeper to find out any updates on E. coli sampling in
the creek.

Climate Smart

+ Village Parks and Rec are still waiting on the Electric Gator that will come from Climate Smart
Communities funding.

« The DPW Electric Ford Lightening is on its way, also purchased with a grant secured from the
Climate Smart program



+ Dare to Repair cafe is still on for August 23rd, at the Hamburg Public Library (will we need to
do any advertising/outreach for this event?)

+ This group is on board with starting up a Climate Smart sub committee to handle any and all
Climate Smart Community tasks.

Next meeting date: Tuesday, August, 2025 at Village Hall, 100 Main St. Hamburg, NY 14075

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly Bourke



