Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting
Tuesday, August 6, 2025
Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth,
Kathryn Walsh, Stu Wheaton, Gerry Stockmeyer

Excused: Mike Reilly
Absent: n/a
Guests: Marissa Watkins, Caitlin Gilmartin, Emily Ludwig

General Notes:

+ Caitlin Gilmartin and Emily Ludwig attended the meeting to alert us to a significant issue with
their property. They had an expansive garden with native plants (and typical garden food
plants like tomatoes). They were given a citation for “long grass” and a short time afterward
the code enforcement officer had a contractor come in and remove all of their plants
(including garden tomatoes!!). The ironic part of the story is that the contractor did not touch
their grass because they actually kept their grass mowed. The plants that were removed were
all intentionally planted native species including goldenrod, milkweed, hazelnut, etc. and
garden plant like tomatoes plants (with tomatoes on them).

* E. coli updates: None this month

+ The ECMC extra funding availability was discussed. Adrienne mentioned that a trash/
recycling receptacle for Memorial Park and one or two cigarette butt container in Peace Park

» The group discussed using more of our budget for tree planting and working more closely
with DPW to tackle one street/neighborhood at a time

+ The group discussed having ReTree volunteers help Andy with contacting residents (Adrienne
will bring this message to the ReTree group). Next ReTree meeting on August 20, 2025

+ The group agreed that the Environmental Conservation Commission page on the Village

Website needs to be updated. Everyone was given the task to go to the website, look
through the links on the page and determine what should be updated and/or added.

Budget
* Budget as of August 6, 2025: $ 6,048.00

« The cost of the plaque for the Eagle Scout Kiosk was $378.00, and came out of our budget in
July.

« The cost of the recycling bin for the Community Center Garden area was $740 and came out
of our budget in July

Upcoming budget deductions:




+ Kat will work to price out a second battery and more LED string lights so that we can expand
on the Enchanted Forest event at the end of the year, the group agreed to give her a budget
of $1500 to purchase lights and a second battery pack to run the event this year (these costs
will be deducted from the budget once the purchases are made.

+ The Dare to Repair Cafe will cost $500, and will be taken out of the budget once that invoice
is paid (likely before the end of August)

Enchanted Forest

+ Last year we hung 1,200 ft of lights and used our one battery pack. We would like to expand
the lighting experience this year. Kat presented the group with three options (a small,
medium, or large loop) and the group voted to go with the medium loop which will require
about 1,100 more feet of bistro string lights and a second battery pack.

+ The group agreed to allow Kat a budget of $1,500 to order all of the supplies necessary to
execute the medium loop that she had planned.

+ There was discussion of partnering with Hamburg Holidays, just to have them promote our
event on their seasonal calendar

+ There was also discussion of partnering with Village restaurants somehow to allow for some
synergistic promotions (Snowflake drinks, discounts on dinner if you show a picture from the
enchanted forest, etc.). Kat said she would discuss this with Damon to see if restaurant
owners would go for something like this.

+ We discussed having our article in the November Village newsletter highlight our two big
events that we host every year (Earth Day movie and Enchanted Forest) for even more
promotion.

+ Lights set up will take place the weekend of December 13/14th, Lights will be on for
December 20th, but “Grand Opening” will take place on Dec 21st - The winter Solstice!

+ Light removal will take place the weekend of Jan 10/11th

+ The group discussed some sort of scavenger hunt for the event (tree ID, stuffed animals,
something else?) just to encourage more engagement with the forest.

Compost

+ Holly did contact Beth Cooke from Village Yoga and Wellness, who agreed to have the
parking lot at her studio host a compost drop-off bin from Farmer Pirates. Once she and
Holly connect on the details, Kim will reach out to Farmer Pirates and let them know that we
have a drop-off spot set for the Village

+ The group also discussed working with Tricia Miller (who works with the children in the HCSD
on composting) to see if we could come into the school to congratulate the kids on a “job
well done” in regards to composting in their classrooms. These discussions will continue in
the future to work out more details



ACTIONS: 1. Kim and Holly will work out the communication between Beth Cooke and Farmer
Pirates to get the Drop-off set up

Village Recycling/Skip the Stuff Campaign

“Skip the Stuff” campaign was tabled for this meeting

To receive extra points toward our Climate Smart designation, we would like to place
recycling bins in each of the municipal buildings. What do the actual CSC requirements look
like for these points?

« What does the State require in terms of number and placement of bins?

 Kim will ask Richie where the recycle bin in Village Hall went

Adrienne did call Modern Disposal, she is waiting for them to contact her back to see if we
can do a tour of the facility, or at least learn more about what they can and can’t process.

The can/bottle recycle bin for the Community Center garden area was purchased and should

be delivered by August 25th, and will be delivered to the Community Center by DPW or

someone from our commission.

« The bin will be emptied during the school year by the Life Skills class at the High School.
Marissa will check in with Tricia Miller to make sure she has a plan to empty the bin during
the summer months

Adrienne did email a company in Louisiana called “Glass Half Full” but has not heard back.
They are a start-up glass recycling company that has been very successful. She has not yet
heard back from them

ACTION: 1. Holly will look into the number of and placement of recycle bins necessary to earn

Climate Smart points.
2. Kim will see if she can figure out where the recycling bin in Village Hall went
3. Marissa will check in with Tricia Miller on emptying the can recycling bin in the
Community Center garden

Bird Sanctuary

The group discussed the “no dogs allowed” sign at the entrance to the Bird Sanctuary. Gerry
had a scary incident with an unfriendly Rottweiler that sparked the conversation. The group
discussed a separate “this is a natural area, no pets allowed” sign to make it apparent that
dogs are not welcome.

Management of the Water Hemlock was discussed again, it is still there. Andy said he would
reexamine the recommendations from the Cornell Cooperative Extension to see how best to
deal with the infestation

Gerry and Andy would like to continue to remove the errant trees in the meadow. They will
set up a date to do the work, and whoever can join them will. (They will text the group)



+ The meadow was mowed last fall, and will not need to be addressed for at least another two
years. Potential for mowing again in 2027.

* The newly installed boot brush station is becoming overgrown, and needs to be cleared so
folks can use it!

+ The eagle scout plaque for the new kiosk has been delivered, Stu will work with the Eagle
Scout (Sam Lafko) to get it installed, take photos, and place an article in The Sun about the
work and the Bird Sanctuary in general.

+ Stu has been in discussions with the Erie County Cartographer’s office. They are going to
have an intern work on an interactive map of the bird sanctuary to install on the new kiosk
- We would also like to install an enclosed bulletin board, the size of that will need to be
determined first, so that the size of the map can be determined. (There is more flexibility
with the size of the map)

« PRISM did come and mark out all of the Black Locust in the bird sanctuary. They will
provide us with a Best Management Practices document to determine how to proceed with
that infestation. They marked many of the Black Locust trees with pink flagging tape. Kim
asked them to leave the tape, so we could do an educational “Why are these trees flagged”
poster in the upcoming bulletin board.

ACTIONS: 1. Kim and Gerry will determine the size of the bulletin board to order.
2. Stu will work with Scout Sam to install the kiosk plaque

Climate Smart

+ Village Parks and Rec and DPW received all of their electric equipment. Photos were taken
with people and all of the new gear (Although we need to figure out where the photos are).
Holly will reach out to find the pictures, and make sure that they get posted to the Village
Social Media pages

+ Dare to Repair cafe is still on for August 23rd from 11a-2p, at the Hamburg Public Library, the
cost will be $500. Our group should make sure that the library has flyers up, and take some
photos at the event for documentation

+ The Climate Smart section of the Village Website needs to be added to and updated! Kim will
work on this over the winter.

+ This group is on board with starting up a Climate Smart sub committee to handle any and all
Climate Smart Community tasks. Holly will be in contact with Matt Bourke about this

ACTIONS: 1. Holly will find the electric equipment photos and make sure they are posted

online

Next meeting date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 at Village Hall, 100 Main St. Hamburg,
NY 14075

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly Bourke






