Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting
Wednesday, September 10, 2025
Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth,
Kathryn Walsh, Stu Wheaton, Gerry Stockmeyer, Mike Reilly

Excused: Marissa Watkins

Absent: n/a

Guests: OPHS Seniors: Eliza Steely and Lily Buckwalter

General Notes:

The Village is looking for write-ups for the Annual Village Newsletter, the group decided to do
an article about the funding we received from the Clean Energy Communities program to get
new electric landscape equipment for the Parks Dept. and a Ford Lightning for the DPW. We
will also include a little “reminder blurb” about our three annual events: The Earth Day movie,
The Enchanted Forest, and the Dare to Repair Cafe.

E. coli in the Bird Sanctuary updates: None this month

Adrienne redistributed scrap fabric from Sans Furniture to sewers and craters around the
community, keeping these scraps out of the landfill.

Andy received quotes from the 3 tree nurseries for all 35 DPW requested trees this fall. He
did not receive any assistance from ReTree this year.

The group agreed that the Environmental Conservation Commission page on the Village
Website needs to be updated. (Winter project)

Budget

Gerry Stockmeyer has agreed to be the Commission Treasurer, Kim will make sure that both
Bernadine Magney and Jason Cozza (the folks in the Treasurer’s office that handle our account)
keep him in the loop when our budget is being spent.

Budget as of September 10, 2025: $ 5,548.00

The Dare to Repair Cafe cost was $500, and was taken out of the budget in August.

Upcoming budget deductions:

Kat will work to price out a second battery and more LED string lights so that we can expand
on the Enchanted Forest event at the end of the year, the group agreed to give her a budget
of $1500 to purchase lights and a second battery pack to run the event this year (these costs
will be deducted from the budget once the purchases are made.



» The cost of the bird sanctuary map will be deducted at some yet-to-be-determined point in
the future

+ The cost of the bird sanctuary message center will be deducted at some yet-to-be-
determined point in the future

Enchanted Forest

+ Kat is waiting for a “good deal” on a second battery pack and more LED string lights for the
event. She has been allotted $1,500 for the materials, and will plan to have them purchased
before our next meeting in October.

Compost

+ Holly needs to check back in with Beth Cooke to make sure we are all set to reach out to
Farmer Pirates. She also plans to reach out to Brian Tramonata (Roofs by Brian) to see if he
would be willing to host a bin.

« The Town of Hamburg composting pilot program is coming to an end, so we may be timed
well to have folks switch to these Village bins.

ACTIONS: 1. Kim and Holly will work out the communication between Beth Cooke and Farmer
Pirates to get the Drop-off set up

Village Recycling/Skip the Stuff Campaign

+ “Skip the Stuff” campaign was tabled for this meeting

+ To receive extra points toward our Climate Smart designation, we would like to place
recycling bins in each of the municipal buildings. It was determined by the group that this
could be a first assignment for our Climate Smart sub-committee. (We may try to seek EC
EMC funding to purchase these)

+ Adrienne is still waiting to hear back from Modern Disposal about their recycling guidelines
and maybe a tour

+ Adrienne is still waiting to hear back from Glass Half Full - a start-up glass recycling company
in New Orleans.

+ The can/bottle recycle bin for the Community Center garden area was delivered. Bin will be
moved to the Community Center by someone at the Village. Kat is pricing out two plastic
inserts to install on the sides of the can letting people know that it is for cans and bottles with
deposits only. These will cost up to $140 at the most, but she is hoping to find a lower price.

ACTION: 1. Kim will price out the recycling bins for the Village building offices
2. Kat will price out and order the sign inserts for the recycling bin.



Bird Sanctuary

The group discussed the “no dogs allowed” sign at the entrance to the Bird Sanctuary. We
have decided that once the message center in installed, we will include a “This is a nature
sanctuary, no dogs please” sign inside of it.

Management of the Water Hemlock was discussed, Gerry has been working hard and
figuring out the best management plan to keep visitors safe. He received a quote to have the
plant removed, and also suggested that we permanently close off the train where it is
present. Everyone was in favor of doing all that is necessary to keep bird sanctuary visitors
safe, and remove as much liability from the Village as possible. (i.e. treatment and trail
closing)

« Holly will bring the information that Gerry provided to the next Board Meeting to inform

the Mayor and Trustees about the situation and what we are trying to do to rectify it.

The meadow was mowed in the fall of 2024, and will not need to be addressed for at least
another two years. Potential for mowing again in 2027.

The eagle scout plaque for the new kiosk has been delivered, Stu will work with the Eagle
Scout (Sam Lafko) to get it installed, take photos, and place an article in The Sun about the
work and the Bird Sanctuary in general.

Stu has been in discussions with the Erie County Cartographer’s office. He believes that their
office is going to provide him with a thumb drive containing the map, so we can print it on
whatever surface we would like, and whatever size makes sense for the Kiosk.

PRISM did provide our group with their map and report of the Black Locust in the Bird
Sanctuary. We are hopeful that they will have the capacity to come and manage it next
summer.

Dom Punturiero added some wood epoxy to the bottom of the tree sculpture to try to keep it
from rotting so quickly

The pedestrian bridge into the bird sanctuary is going to be a focal point on the Village’s New
York Forward grant application again this year. There will be a public meeting regarding said
application on Monday, 9/22 at 6:00pm at the Centennial Gardens (in Village Hall if it rains)

ACTIONS: 1. Stu will work with Scout Sam to install the kiosk plaque

2. Holly will bring the Water Hemlock information that Gerry has put together to the

Village Board meeting on 9/15.

Climate Smart

Holly is going to find the photos of the new electric Village equipment to get them posted to
the Village social media pages

Dare to Repair cafe was a huge hit! And we will plan to host again in 2026.

Hamburg Public Library Dare to Repair Stats - Saturday, July 23rd, 2025



* 40 People stopped by

e 22 items successfully repaired

e 75.86% of repairs were successful

e 293.9 Ibs of potential waste diverted from local landfills
e $2350.00 saved on replacement costs

e 2131.6 Ibs of carbon offset

+ The Climate Smart section of the Village Website needs to be added to and updated! Kim will
work on this over the winter.

+ The climate smart subcommittee has officially been launched, and will do some public
outreach to find community members who would like to help out (Kim is going to help with
outreach)

+ Matt Bourke is going to reach out to Brad Tito to see if our Village Solar Campaign is actually
up and running (are people getting their discounts?)

ACTIONS: 1. Holly will find the electric equipment photos and make sure they are posted
online

Erie County Environmental Management Council (ECEMC)

+ Matt Bourke has now been to two meetings. For the next ECEMC meeting he plans to bring
a few projects that we would like to try to have the Council fund (Trees, trash receptacles,
recycling bins for municipal government bldngs). He will also bring back reports from our
group including our Clean Energy Community grants for electric equipment and the water
hemlock in the bird sanctuary.

Next meeting date: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 at Village Hall, 100 Main St. Hamburg, NY
14075

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly Bourke






