Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting
Tuesday, November 4, 2025
Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

Present: Chair- Adrienne Punturiero, Village Liaison - Holly Park, Kim Bourke, Andy Schrauth,
Kathryn Walsh, Stu Wheaton, Gerry Stockmeyer

Excused: Marissa Watkins, Mike Reilly
Absent: n/a

Guests: n/a

General Notes

* Marissa is still trying to figure out if Charlotte Avenue School can get more Recycle totes from
DPW for the school to use

Mike Reilly will present to the group next month about the Sunrise Rotary group wanted to
fund some sort of initiative for the Village (tree planting?)

Kim will email Nate Morey about the impacts of heated sidewalks on municipal trees

Another large batch of fabric from Sans Furniture saved from landfill; distributed to
community

Budget

* Budget as of 11/4/2025 is $4,304.99.

* Message center for new kiosk has been ordered from encumbered funds from last fiscal year
* Dare to repair has not yet been take out of our budget ($500.00)

* We may potentially need to plan to encumber funds for Water Hemlock management for next
spring

Additionally, we may want to think about encumbering funds for having ECOS Cooperative
treat the Black Locust next year as well - Continue to discuss this option in future months.

Bird Sanctuary

* Enchanted Forest Walk
« Set-up day for lights is scheduled for 11/15/2025 at 10:00. Kat has a great plan for all of
the lights this year!
» Marissa and Kat will reach out to the library to see if we can advertise for the event in one
or their public display cases



« Can we get the local businesses and restaurants to promote the event somehow?

*  Water Hemlock - ECOS

« Total cost for ECOS Cooperative to treat the Water Hemlock will be $2,100 for work
through the spring of 2027. This cost will come out of the Parks budget (not the
Environmental Commission budget)

« The first round of management was completed during the last week of October 2025. Two
people from ECOS Cooperative were at the bird Sanctuary removing stems, roots, and
small plants by hand. They will be back in the spring of 2026 to continue management/
monitoring.

« Black locust mitigation
« The group has decided to keep an eye on the PRISM Field Crew Assistance program to
see if they are willing to come back and manage the Black locust that they mapped out
during the spring of 2025

« Kiosk - bulletin board installed
« Gerry installed the backing lumber for the message board and map that should be
installed this upcoming spring.
« The map is still being worked on at the Erie County Cartographer’s office
« In the meantime, we can staple signage onto the backing board to act as a message center

« Entrance rock; resident yard debris; old kiosk remnants; plan for tree sculpture rot
« The rock blocking the path down into the Bird Sanctuary has been moved, and as a
result, someone has been dumping yard waste at the bottom of the hill.

« Could we do some sort of “no dumping” video with the social media team? Also -
should we post a “no dumping” sign at the kiosk?

« The group also discussed using some other barricade at the entrance to the sanctuary
that could be easily opened and closed by the group (a locked chain or bollard or
something?

« Gerry offered to submit a work order to the DPW to replace the rock for now, and to
pick up the old kiosk that is is pieces laying at the entrance to the Sanctuary

« The tree sculpture at the entrance to the Bird Sanctuary does not need a coat of
polyurethane this year. The group discussed potentially propping up the bird sculpture to
prevent rot - this discussion will be revisited in the spring.

Recycling

* Bottles/cans receptacle for playground
« New recycling bin was installed at the Village Playground in October. The Hamburg High
School Life skills class will be emptying it for us as part of their Life Skills class.
+ The can needs a “NO TRASH” sign on it to hopefully minimize the amount of trash
thrown into it.



« Kat is keeping in touch with Lynn (Life Skills teacher), and has learned that one of the
students likes to design and make stickers. She would like to make a “No Trash” sticker for
the can. The group was on board with that idea.

* Recycling bins in municipal buildings - CS subcommittee to tackle?
+ Climate Smart Committee still needs approval from the Mayor to move forward. Holly
plans to sit down with Mayor Tallman to work this out.

» Tour of Modern Recycling facility - Nov/Dec

+ The group is working to plan a tour of the Modern Recycling facility in S. Buffalo.
Potential dates would be : Tuesday, December 2 at 10:00 am or Friday, December 5 at
10:00 am.

« The purpose of the tour would be for us to have a better sense of what is actually being
recycled.

« We will plan to invite Marc Shuttleworth to come with us.

« Still no response from “Class Half Full”

Climate Smart/Clean Energy Communities

* Photos of Rec Dept/DPW new electric equipment/truck for social media
« Holly will share the photos with the social media team and have them posted to the Village
sites.

* Subcommittee - Climate Smart Task Group
« Discussed above - Holly is planning to meet with the Mayor to sort out the subcommittee
details.

Trees
* Tree Board?

« Could Re-Tree transition into a Tree Board for the Village?
« Andy will discuss this with Marg at their next meeting

Compost
* Holly has been discussing this with Marjorie Chapman (one of the organizers with the Town of

Hamburg Compost Trial). She will loop Kim in on the discussion.
* The goal is to have a Farmer Pirate Compost drop-off site in the Village.

Erie County EMC

* No updates from Matt Bourke



NEXT MTG DATE: Tuesday, 12/2/25, 6:30pm, Village Hall

Respectfully Submitted,
Kimberly Bourke



