Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting

Tuesday, January 2, 2026
Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

Present: Adrienne Punturiero - Chair, Holly Park - Trustee Liaison, Kim Bourke, Stu Wheaton, Andy
Schrauth, Kathryn Walsh, Gerry Stockmeyer

Excused: Mike Reilly

Absent: n/a

Guests: n/a

General Notes:

Hamburg Sunrise Rotary wants to sponsor an event (Mike will advise amount available)

o Still no word on the amount from Mike. Ideas for the money were discussed: benches
for
the bird sanctuary or a cement platform for the tree sculpture.

Dare to Repair - date needed for our next event (no weekends in Aug. available)

o Adrienne and/or Holly will contact the Tool Library to try to schedule for a weekend in
November (7th or 14th preferably)

Earth Day program

o What movie should we play this year? Support for The Lorax was voiced.

o Tabling theme this year will be recycling - We can update residents on new recycling
guidelines from Modern and other recycling-related topics

o Movie is scheduled and confirmed for Saturday, April 18th. We can access the Theater at
9:00 for table set up, doors will open at 10:00, movie to begin at 11:00am.

Plan an educational outreach event

o Marissa is planning to take the lead on this, she would like to come up with a theme and
present in the Library common room potentially in February

Look into The Scenic Space

o Keep in mind for some sort of sculpture walk on the hill down to the creek from
Overlook Park

Pollinator Pathway was brought up and discussed. Group agreed to try to navigate the process of
updating the “weeds and overgrown plants” portion of the Village code to make it easier for



residents to grow pollinator gardens
BUDGET As of 1/2/2026 our budget stands at $3,038.13

e Gerry - quote from ECOS cooperative to manage Black Locust and/or Japanese Knotweed in bird
sanctuary
o  Gerry received three quotes from ECOS: one for managing the Black Locust ($23K),
Japanese Knotweed ($10K), and a general Restoration Management Plan ($2,400).
o The group agreed to spend the money to have an invasive species/restoration management
plan drawn up by ECOS for the Bird Sanctuary.

e Terracycle All-in-one Zero Waste Box
o Kim plans to keep an eye on the website for when the boxes go on sale.

BIRD SANCTUARY

e Enchanted Forest - review

o Attendance for the event was definitely better with snow on the ground!

o The group decided keeping it a short term event is better than having lights throughout the
entire winter

o Next year - Add in more “kid points of interest” like the teepe, or other downed logs (light
them up so they are enjoyable and accessible), add in a high light point at the main trail
intersection?, add a spotlight for the tree sculpture?, have a map for visitors to see/use

o Could we invest in some sort of reusable straps to hang the lights? Velcro? Magnets?
Light removal will take place later this winter

e Entrance - chain/bollard needed to replace rock
o We should plan to clear this idea with DPW and Village Board before we put something
up (a chain and a “no vehicles beyond this point™)

e "No Dumping" sign needed on kiosk bulletin board
o Kim will make and post this sign

e Andy will send Kim a trail map to print and post in the message center as well.

LIMATE SMART/CLEAN ENERGY MMUNITY

e Subcommittee - Climate Smart Task Group (Mayor approved?)
o Holly did talk to the Mayor about this, but he would also like to discuss the logistics with
Matt Bourke before any decision is made



RECYCLING

e Recycling bins in municipal buildings - CS subcommittee task?
o Table until Climate Smart Task Force is established (this will be their task)

e Need to update recycling flyer for residents
o The new flyer is not available on Modern’s website, we will need to reach out to get a new
one to put on the Village website and to hand out to residents

e Glass Half Full
o They did respond to Adrienne’s email. But the response was more of an invite to open a
franchise
Could the Village get a glass grinding machine even just for demonstration purposes?
Kat will reach out to Waterkeeper to see if they can use crushed glass (sand or other small
pieces) in any of their streambank restoration projects

TREES

e Tree Board (Re-Tree? Budget for them?)
o Andy will talk with Marg Rust to see if she is interested in heading up the Tree Board

e Heated sidewalks - impact on trees?
o According to our DEC Region 9 Forester, Nate Morey, there is no evidence that heated
sidewalks have any significant negative effect on street trees

COMPOST

e Farmer Pirate Compost drop-off site in the Village confirmed?
o Beth at Village Yoga has agreed to host the Village collection bin in her parking lot. Holly
needs to get her connected to Farmer Pirates to let them know that we have a place for the
bin!

e Tricia Miller reached out to let us know that she has a few classes throughout the district that have
been doing a great job with classroom composting. She is planning an event at the Library to
acknowledge their efforts. Kim has made certificates on behalf of the Village and the
Environmental Commission to recognize their hard work. The event will take place on Monday,
Jan 12th from 5:30-7:30 at the Hamburg Library.



ERIE COUNTY EMC - Matt

e No updates (EMC does not meet in December)

NEXT MTG DATE: Tuesday, 02/03/26, 6:30pm, Village Hall
Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly Bourke



