Village of Hamburg Environmental Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting

Tuesday, July 7, 2026
Hamburg Village Hall, 100 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

Members Present: Adrienne Punturiero - Chair, Holly Park - Liaison, Stu Wheaton, Gerry Stockmeyer,
Andy Schrauth, Kim Bourke

Advisory Member: Marissa Watkins, Jesse Thompson
Excused: Kat Walsh

Absent: Mike Reilly

Guests: Erin Hanabaugh, Caitlin & Emily Branta, Laura Evans

General Notes:

e (Caitlin & Emily Branta at 131 Brookwood received another high grass lawn citation, and attended
our meeting to discuss the issue

e Hamburg Sunrise Rotary wants to sponsor an event - Tabled, Mike was absent tonight
e Pollinator Pathway - Still in progress
e Girl Scouts Service Unit - tree planting/removing trees - Tabled, Kat absent tonight

e New member interest - state code caps us at 9 - no update

BUDGET

e Balance $2,500
e Expected expenses for the 2026-2027 budget include:

o Earth Day Movie could could be $500
o Dare to Repair will be $500

RECYCLING

e Village website needs to be updated! There is still an incorrect Recycling poster in one of the
links. The ECC page could also use an update.



BIRD SANCTUARY

e Stain for Kiosk- Gerry will purchase the stain from our budget

e Middle School Woodworking Club (can maybe help make posts for the center path for the
enchanted forest?) - Tabled - Kat absent tonight

e Enchanted Forest
o Light tunnel (larger) - can our group build a tunnel with sticks? Tabled for now

e Tree sculpture pedestal and repair work - ECOS will put recommendations for moving the
sculpture in their Bird Sanctuary restoration/management plan. Plan of attack needs to be
established - Stu will reach out to his Scout contact to see if it could be an Eagle Scout project

e Entrance signage - “No motor vehicles beyond this point™ - still needs to be installed - Gerry will
do installation

e Entrance path still washed out; stones on resident's property - nothing has happened so far,
anything else we can do to get it fixed?

e ECOS Co-op updates
o A second data collection was completed in late June. We will receive report mid to end of
July

e WNY Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Letter of Intent - full application will be submitted by
Kim 7/7/26. The project includes eradicating the Black Locust and Japanese Knotweed from the
bird sanctuary and replanting with native species.

CLIMATE SMART/ CLEAN ENERGY

e Holly coordinated a meeting with Jason Cozza and Erin Hanabaugh from UBRI. The group
discussed the steps needed to recertify the Village’s Bronze designation, and what will be needed
to achieve Silver. Recertification will need to happen in 2028.

e Holly is going to work to set up an initial meeting and invite interested individuals who want to
help out with the Climate Smart Communities Task Force

o Connecting NY Forward to CSC point tallies - Kim will have Erin H. review any of the public
projects submitted as part of NY Forward to see if any of them can increase our CSC points, or if
there are any little tweaks to be made that could increase potential points.



TREES

e What is EC's role going forward. - This can be determined if/when the funding is received to
update the tree management plan

e Updated Appendix A from Tree Management Plan approved by Village Board on 7/6/26

e Updating tree inventory & Tree management plan - Kim will be submitting a DEC Urban Forestry
Grant in August for hiring an arborist to update our tree inventory and tree management plan.

ERIE COUNTY EMC

e Last meeting discussed invasive species
NEXT MTG DATE: Tuesday, 08/04/26, 6:30pm, Village Hall

Respectfully Submitted,
Kimberly Bourke



